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PURIFICATION OF THE SACRED MINISTRY. 


Matacnt iii. 3, 4.—And he shall sit as a refiner on a ent ont 
he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as ait er, that they 
may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. Then oh shall the offering of 


and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, end as 
Sormer years. 


Tue text is one of the many prophecies which have a visciiie reference to 
New Testament’ times. It announces what will be one of the most distin- 
guishing characteristics of the Millennium. The Christian ministry will be 
purified, that they may offer an offering unto the Lord in righteousness. The 
subject will lead us to inquire, 


I. What are some of the corruptions from which the sons of Levic will be 
purified at the commencement of Millennial glory ? 

1. They will be purified from every species of gross immoralities. ‘Ty nome 
ages and nations, even those who minister in holy things,have — the’ sub- 
jects and the promoters of abominations the most gross. ~ 

A large portion of the Roman Catholic clergy were, at the era of the Reform- 
ation, personally and professionally, in secret and in broad day, the 
tors of almost every crime. Nor is there any portion of the church, .estab- 
lished or dissenting, which has not at times had men officiating at their altars, 
and sometimes standing high in popular estimation, who were living in the 
practice of iniquities which cannot be named ; and even in our own day, intem- ’ 
perance in eating and drinking has marred the usefulness, and destroyed the 
lives of many in the ministry who were men of talents and extensive influence. 
But no such stain will adhere to the character of those who shall be the hon- 
ored instruments of proclaiming the glad tidings of salvation in the purity and 
glory of the latter days. 

2. The Divine appointment, with respect to the ministry of reconciliation, 
both under the old and new dispensation, was, that those, who should be thus 
employed should be at» great distance from all secular ceneerns. But this is 
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very far from having been the case hitherto. Even a pope of the last century 
could say toa young priest embarking for America, “ May the Lord in his 
goodness save you from the temptation and the curse of attempting to get rich.” 
There have been and now are in the United States (as well as in other coun- 
tries less favored with spiritual privileges) many professedly devoted to 
the ministry in holy things, and yet almost exclusively employed in concerns 
purely worldly. They own and manage plantations—they have their attention 
almost wholly engaged from Monday morning to Saturday night—about crops, 
and various kinds of cattle, and servants and merchandise. Some are deeply 
engaged in commercial speculations, and in political discussions ; and there has 
been such a thing as a minister of the gospel being a contractor for carrying 
the mail and for managing the post-office establishment, even on the Sabbath- 
day. But such things will not be known when the sons of Levi are purified. 

3. The ministry, according to the Divine directions, are to give themselves to 
reading and studying ; but their time, and their talents, and their literary ac- 
quirements are to be the Lord’s property, and are all to be devoted to the devel- 
opment and to the application of God’s great plan of salvation. And there is 
ample scope here for the movement of the most exalted and improved intellect. 
Yet the history of the church, particularly since the era of the Reformation, is 
full of the accounts of sacred time and talent being employed about almost 
every thing else, rather than Divine things. Protestant Germany, during the 
greater part of the last century, and many of the residences of the English 
clergy during the same period, have furnished a vast quantity of learned lore, 
which in the furnace of the refiner will be ascertained to have been dross, or 
base and hurtful metal. An awful waste of talent—a most criminal perversion 
of the sacred office. 

4. The mere polite and fashionable preacher and pastor shall have no place 
among the sons of Levi, when Jehovah shall sit as a refiner. The approved 
guardian of immortal souls and of Christian morals will then have a more ef- 
fectual way of recommending himself and his Master to the young and to the 
gay, and to families in easy circumstances, than by being skilled in vocal or 
instrumental music, (good acquirements !) or by being always prepared to give 
an opinion on the latest work of fiction, or by being the most expert and enter- 
taining in a party of pleasure. Yet preachers and pastors of this character 
have been in some places highly esteemed for their works’ sake ! 

5. Ever since the days of the Apostles, there have been, as there were in the 
Corinthian church, divisions and schisms among the professed followers of the 
Redeemer ;-—but these could never have been continued, had they not been 
cherished in some form or other by the ministry. Some Paul, or Apollos, or 
Cephas, or Diotrophes has always been the rallying name of a party influence 
in almost every generation and every district. This is peculiarly so at the 
present day. Among the six thousand preachers of the gospel in these United 
States, it is a melancholy fact, that there is so little ministerial confidence ; 
and in many cases this want of confidence is most evident among those of 
the same denomination, and living in the same neighborhood. Hence slander 
and evil speaking in all their disgraceful forms exist in some places, even 
among commissioned servants of the Lord Jesus Christ. This certainly will 
not be the state of things at the commencement of the Millennium, when God 
will make his new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of 
Judah, and put his laws in their minds and write them in their hearts; the 
great law of love—of love to God and love to man—will be written yery legi- 
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bly upon the hearts of those, whose special business it is to explain and enforce 
thislaw. — 

It is truly melancholy to think of the envies and jealousies which, in family 
and private and neighborhood intercourse, mark almost every moment and 
action of some of those who are set to watch for souls. And it is still more 
melancholy to cast an eye over the length and breadth of the land, and to wit- 
ness the amazing waste of ministerial talent and of ministerial effort and even 
of ministerial piety, in brother opposing brother in their efforts to do good, and 
to-advance the interests of Messiah’s kingdom. Such a state of things can 
never be consistent with Millennial purity and glory. By some means or other, 
the sons of Levi as a body will, at the commencement of that period, be puri- 
fied from all that pride, and selfishness, and meanness, and malignity, and folly 
which at present form a prominent feature in not a few who minister in holy things, 
and who might otherwise be eminently qualified for the great and good work. 


A full review of the corruptions of the Christian ministry would suggest, 

1. Proofs almost without number of the depravity of human nature,—of the 
deceitfulness of the human heart,—and of the absolute necessity of the special 
influences of the Holy Spirit. 

2. That the preservation of the church from age to age is nothing less than 
a standing miracle,—a special illustration of the promise, “ Upon this Rock 
will I build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

3. That while any of these corruptions are cherished to any great extent by 
those who are invested with the sacred office, the iniquities of the fathers will in 


some way or other be visited upon their children. See Matt. xxiii. 34. 


IL. Let us consider, then, the importance and necessity of this purification. 

1. Man has always been more or less under the influence of religion. He 
is by his very nature, in this sense, a religious being. Hence all nations and 
tribes have had their ministers of religion. And with very few exceptions 
every individual, in every age, and in every state of society, and among all 
classes of men, has readily acknowledged its infinite importance. 

2. The ministers of religion have always, to a great extent, given character 
to the community. In the whole history of the Christian ministry particularly, 
the state of morals, and piety, and literature, has always corresponded with 
the personal character of the body of the officiating clergy ; and from the very 
nature of things, and from the whole structure of society, the attainments of any 
considerable portion of the Christian community, in any thing that is valuable, 
can never exceed the attainments of their spiritual guides. “ Like priest, like 
people,” has always been, and always will be a self-evident proposition. Hence 
it follows, that nothing of that purity and peace, and high intelleetual.and moral 
character, which have always been expected to form the distinguishing glory of 
the Millennium, can ever be realized, till the ministry of reconciliation asa body 


Shall be eminent in every Christian gift and grace. 


8. The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, in its enlightening, regenerating, 
and sanctifying influence, is the last and the only hope of our ruined world. 
All the devices of men, under pagan, and Mahomedan, and Christian, and infi- 
del forms, have been fully tried; and they have all failed, and been found in- 
adequate. And the wise and reflecting of almost every land are now fully con- 
vinced of this, : 

4. The institutions of the gospel are all, in their nature, well adapted for 
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élevating human character, and promoting human happiness. And when the.earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea (and not 
till then), there shall be nothing to hurt: or‘destroy ‘in all -God’s holy ‘moun- 
tain; that is, all round the globe. ' - siti 

5. The institutions of the gospeélare one great whole ; but a living and‘prop- 
erly qualified ministry is the great and important institution. ‘The living min- 
istry is that, which is, with God’s blessing, to give life and efficiency to‘the whole. 

6. Of the many thousand accusations and objections which have been 
brought against the preachers of the gospel individually, and as a body, not 
one has ever been urged against the true Scriptural character of a gospel minis- 
try. ll these accusations and objections go upon the supposition that the 
ministry or the individual is not consistent with the Christian standard. And it 
must be acknowledged that much occasion has been given for many of these 
charges. But let the sons of Levi be purified—let them as a body present 
themselves in their true and proper character, and they will act in the moral 
world, as the rain, and the dew, and the sun, and the thunder do in the natural 
world.’ Their heavenly authority and their value to the world will be no 
longer even a matter of doubt. 

Let us consider, 


Mig means by which this purification of the ministry will be accom- 
plished. 

1. It is very probable that there will be some visible and awful dispensation 
of Providence made to bear directly on this point. The language used in the 
text and context is exceedingly strong. Read the whole passage (1-5). 
Compare this passage with some other passages, such as Ezekiel viii. 7-18, 
and ix. 5, 6; Zechariah xi. 15-17, and xiv. 12; Rev. xix.-19-21; the 
cases of Nadab and Abihu, Numbers x. 1, 2. and of Eli’s sons, 1. Sam. ii. and 
iii., may also be studied in this connection. 

It is evident that the period for the full accomplishment of the declaration in 
the text is at no great distance. Less, perhaps, than one generation from this 
date. All acknowledge that the judgments of Jehovah are to fall very heavy 
upon the kingdoms of the world, and upon Antichrist in all his forms, in order to 
usher in the pnrity and the glory of the latter days. It is not therefore proba- 
ble, that the individuals who have been leaders in the corruptions which have 
debased the Christian ministry, will escape this visitation. 

In what particular form this visitation may be made, we cannot even con- 
jecture. Every attentive reader of ecclesiastical history may however find 
examples of visitations of this kind in almost every Christian land, and in every 
generation ; and the man who has been conversant with the lives and charac- 
ters of preachers for thirty or forty years, may find from personal observation 
a considerable number of illustrations of the principle. It is not to be denied, 
that even in the United States, this goodly heritage of Zion, a large portion of 
the present preachers and pastors, are lamentably deficient. They have their 
legal standing among the sons of Levi, but give too little evidence of possess- 
ing the real spirit of their office. Let such be warned of their danger. The 
day of visitation is at hand. 

2. But the great and effectual means of this purification will be, a general 
and powerful effusion of the Holy Ghost on the rising generation. The breth- 
ren and fathers now in the sacred office, whether qualified or unqualified, 
whether they have been faithful or unfaithful, will soon go the way of all’ the 
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earth ; and their places will be filled by men of another generation and of a su- 
perior character. ‘The same Holy Spirit that rested in such rich abandance 
upon the Head, while he was personally ministering on earth (See Isa. xi. 
1-9, and Ixi. 1-5), will descend and abide without measure, when 

with any thing we have witnessed, upon all the members. Under such an influ- 
ence, another and a continued pentecost-will be enjoyed. All who shall be em- 
ployed in the work of the ministry will of course understand and feel the im- 
portance of Divine truth in all its fulness and in all its varied applications, to 
an extent perhaps far beyond what even apostles enjoyed. See Jeremiah 
xxxi, 31-34'; Isa. xxx. 26; Zechariah xii. 8. They will particularly under- 
stand and feel the value of immortal souls, and the suitableness of God’s plan 
of salvation, and the suitableness of all the means which God hath appointed 
for applying this salvation to our fallen race. They will further be men who 
will be exclusively devoted to their proper work. ‘They will understand fully 
the epistles to Timothy and Titus, and the other passages of Scripture describ- 
ing the nature and the importance of the sacred office. Add to all this, they 
will be men of ardent piety, and will, generally, have every ministerial and 
Christian gift and- grace on all occasions in lively exercise. And one of their 
distinguishing characteristics, as men of ardent piety, will no doubt be, that 
while they shall stand high as men of literature and seience, they will possess 
the happy art of making all their attainments subservient to the salvation and 
edification of immortal souls. All that may be found valuable in the whole 
range of human investigation will thus be made to bear upon the development 
and application of Jehovah’s great plan. 

And though the preachers of the gospel will then be greatly multiplied, and 
though their field of operation will be greatly extended, far beyond any thing of 
any former period, yet there will be also a unity and a harmony of thinking and 
of feeling, and particularly a unity and harmony of action, equally beyond all 
that has ever yet been witnessed. This unity will be produced by the power- 
ful eperation of God’s Spirit upon the understanding, and upon the heart and 
conseience. Isa. lii. 7,8. Hence it will be of a very different kind from any 
thing which has been called by that name under any human arrangements. It 
will be decidedly the work of God, and will carry along with it its-own evidence. 
It will be the keeping of the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace, with all 
lowliness, and meekness, and long-suffering, and with forbearing one another in 
love. 

There are a great variety of circumstances, as well as some passages of Scrip- 
ture, which are favorable to the belief, that the movements of Providence in 
bringing in the glory of the latter day, will be uncommonly rapid, and will far 
exceed the ordinary march of history. (See Isaiah Ixv. 24, and lxvi: 8-19, 
20, Zechariah xii. 6-8, Malachi iii. 5.) 

It is also extremely probable, that our Lord and Master will, by the dispensations 
of his providence, and by the operations of his Holy Spirit, provide a gen- 
eration of servants of this elevated character, at the same time, in nearly all 
the nations of the earth; and having stationed each company and each man in 
his proper place, the word of command will be given. And then the advance 
will be made in united and solid columns upon every point in every line of the 
fortifications of the enemy and usurper. Then will be completely fulfilled that 
which was spoken—*“ The Lord gave the word, and great shall be the company of. 
those that publish it.” And at that very moment also, the shout of vietory will 
be raised all round the globe, “ Alleluia! for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 
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Hence, in conclusion, we may infer that there never was any former period 
in the history of the world, in which there was such encouragement for young 
men of piety, and talent, and enterprise, to devote themselves to the work of 
the ministry, as there is at present; nor was there ever any former period in 
which there was greater encouragement to good people of every name, 
and of every land and nation, to contribute liberally for aiding pious young 
men in a course of preparation for this great and good work. The sound is 
already heard in nearly every land,—“ Awake, awake, put on thy strength, O 
Zion, put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city, for henceforth 
there shall no more come unto thee the uncircumcised or the unclean.” 


SERMON CXLVIII. 


Delivered in the city of New-York, at the ordination of Leonard Woods, jun., May 12, 1833. 


By LEONARD WOODS, D.D. 
PROFESSOR IN THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY AT ANDOVER. 


APOSTOLIC PREACHING. 


Acts xx. 17-21, 25-27.—And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and 
called the elders of the church. And when they were come to him, he said unto 
them, Ye know, from the first day I came into Asia, after what manner I have 
been with you at all seasons, serving the Lord with all humility of mind, with 
many tears, and temptations which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews :— 
» how I kept back nothing that was profitable, but have showed you and have taught 

you publicly, and from house to house, testifying both to the Jews and alsoto the 
Greeks, repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. And 
now, be I know, that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom 
of God, shall see my face no more. Wherefore I take you to record this day, 


that I am pure from the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to declare 
unto you all the counsel of God. 


Tuts passage of Scripture exhibits an example peculiarly worthy of imita- 
tion. The apostle preached in Ephesus three years. His labors were great 
and constant. He ceased not to warn évery one, night and day, with tears. He 
declared all the counsel of God. And his labors were not in vain. While he 
planted and watered, Gop gave the increase. Many souls were converted. 
There was, emphatically, a revival of religion. 

The present day is, in a most remarkable degree, a day of salvation. God 
is showing the riches of his grace in reviving his work, and enlarging the 
church. And, as we have reason to hope that he will carry on his work more 
and more gloriously, till the whole earth shall see his salvation, it becomes a 
most interesting question, especially to ministers, how they may most success- 
fully co-operate with God in advancing his kingdom. We know it pleases 
God to save sinners, through the efforts of men devoted to his service. He 
allows us the high honor of being employed in turning sinners from darkness 
to light, and training them for the kingdom of heaven. We should, therefore, 
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endeavor to form just conceptions of the nature and extent of the work de- 
volved upon us, in the economy of redemption; so that we may keep our 
proper place, neglecting nothing which comes within our province, and confid- 
ing wholly in God, as to every thing which appropriately belongs to the sphere oe 
of his agency. What we are called to do, is perfectly clear from the instruc- a 
tions. God has given. And it is equally clear what is the work which pecu- no 
liarly belongs to Him. Our work is one adapted to the attributes of our a 
minds, and to the dependent and limited agency which we are capable of exert- 
ing. The peculiar work of Gop is a work suited to His infinite perfections, “a 
—a work which is entirely distinct from our agency, and entirely beyond it,— 4 
though frequently conjoined with it. To give efficacy to the truth, to renew the 5 
heart, is His work exclusively. Our preaching has, of itself, no power to & 
accomplish it, either in whole or in part. In the natural world; the work of > 
planting and cultivation is assigned to us. But who does not see, that the = 
vegetation and growth of corn is effected by a cause entirely distinct from our ce 
agency? The highest exertion of the power which belongs to us cannot cause be 
the earth to bring forth fruit. We do not even know how the effect is produced ; ra 
so that if we do in fact put forth that agency which truly causes the vegetation ee 
and growth of corn, we do it ignorantly. By such a case as this the apostle “ 
illustrates the agency which the servants of Christ have in the conversion of 
sinners, and the peculiar agency which God has. Our appropriate work is yy 
the same as the work which Paul performed at Ephesus, where he preached 
the unsearchable riches of Christ,—where he labored three years, by faithful 
instruction, and earnest, affectionate exhortation, to bring sinners to repentance. 
And God’s work is the same now, as that which he accomplished among the 
Ephesians, when he effectually enlightened the eyes of their understanding, 
and by. giving spiritual life to those who were dead in sin, made known the 
exceeding greatness of his power. 

But I propose, in this discourse, to confine my remarks to a single question : ; 
What is the preaching best suited to promote the conversion of sinners, and the on 
building up of Christ’s church? a 

Among the general characteristics of the preaching which is adapted to pro- 
mote these great objects, the following are of special importance :-— 

First: It must be Scriptural. Ido not say merely that it must contain 4 
no principles contrary to the word of God; but that it must exhibit fully the Ee 
very truths which are exhibited in his word, and as they are exhibited in his 4 
word. How did Peter preach on the day of Pentecost, when so many were a 
converted? Just examine. About half his sermon, as recorded by the sacred 3 
historian, was made up of texts quoted from the Bible, and the other half of 
plain reasoning from those texts, and a pungent application to his hearers of 
the truth, thus drawn from the word of God. And who ever delivered a better - 
sermon, Or one more successful? What we preach should be derived from the ee 
Bible ;—derived directly and manifestly. The more evident we make it that a 
our preaching is scriptural, the higher authority do we give it, and the deeper 4 
the impression it is likely to make. Away, then, with all the speculations of 
man, the offspring of human imagination, or mere human reason. We go out 
of our place, if we attempt to say any thing on the great subjects of Chris- 
tianity, except what we learn from the Scriptures. If we would honor God, 
‘and secure that influence of his Spirit which alone gives efficacy to our labors, 
we'must preach his word, and nothing else. The word of God is the sword 
of the Spirit. It is the instrument which the Holy Spirit uses in converting 
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sinners and sanctifying believers ; and it is the instrument we must use, if we 
would not disobey God, and labor in vain. “ Preach the preaching that I bid 
thee,” saith the Lord. , 

Secondly: Preaching must be plain and intelligible. A considerable part of 
our public assemblies are youth and children, And the principal part of those 
farther advanced in years, have but little time and few advantages for the cul- 
tivation of their minds. Now there is a great deal in the common strain of 
preaching which is utterly useless to the bulk of the people, because it is not 
understood. There is something in the words employed, something in the 
strueture of the sentences, in the propositions, arguments, and illustrations, 
which greatly obscures the sense, if it does not wholly conceal it. If we 
would profit our hearers, we must make every thing plain. Even when we 
reason on the subject of religion, we must make our arguments plain :-—strong 
and conclusive they must indeed be, dut still plain, clear,—so that every one 
who hears may feel the force of our reasoning. 

Thirdly ; Our preaching must be characterized by earnestness. Nothing on 
earth is so important as religion. The salvation of the immortal soul, the 
success of the gospel, the reign of Christ, the eternal glory of God; these 
are objects which infinitely outweigh all the interests of time. If, then, ear- 
nestness is called for anywhere, it is here. If any thing in the universe should 
excite the ‘full ardor of our minds, it is the message we bring to an assembly 
of immortals. If we deliver it with sluggish feelings, we are 
with an inconsistency which must be seen by all men, but the evils of which 
no language can describe. God commands us w be in earnest. Say unto 
them, As I live, saith the Lord. And dare we engage in a work which de- 
mands the fervor of angels, with a cold, unfeeling heart? Indeed, a higher, 
far higher degree of pious fervor and earnestness, pervading our prayers, our 
preaching, and all our labors, seems to be one of the chief things now called 
for, in order to the universal prevalence of religion. If ministers should come 
to possess a holy earnestness, corresponding with the importance of their work, 
their success might, with the blessing of God, be increased a hundred-fold. Let 
these vast objects, then, my brethren,—the honor of God our Savior, the spread 
of the Gospel, the redemption of souls from death, and the incorruptible glories 
of heaven,—more powerfully move our hearts, and rouse us to greater, far 
greater earnestness. 

I might mention other general characteristics of preaching, as really im- 
portant as those I have specified ; such as tenderness, boldness, discretion, 
lity, &c. But I can only name these; as the plan of discourse which I have 
contemplated will lead me to dwell upon other views of the subject. 

We may, then, I think, be much assisted in forming definite and satisfactory 
ideas of the best kind of preaching, by a careful attention to the particular ends 
of preaching ; or the particular points of light in which the great end of preach- 
ing may be considered. 

The great end of preaching is to promote true religion, in distinction from 
that which is false, False religion exhibits itself in an endless variety of 
forms, all of them agreeing in one way or another with the feelings of the un- 
renewed heart. Mankind are exceedingly prone to fall in with some scheme 
of error; and if the doctrines they receive are right, they are still inclined to 
satisfy themselves with false or defective experiences. Awakened sinners, so 
long as they continue unrenewed, are always in danger of indulging delusive 
affections. Miultitudes rest in a spurious conversion, which leaves them the 
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servants, of sin, and heirs of perdition. It is no easy thing to preserve, men 
from false religion,. What I now say is true at all times, and particularly in a 
revival. When the Spirit of God specially exerts his power, the enemy will 
to the utmost exert his power. He will strive to get access to the field where 
the wheat is sown, and there, among the wheat, te sow tares. When. the rain 
moistens the earth, and the sun warms it, and the wheat springs up and grows, 
the tares will grow also. Thus Jesus taught his disciples. While we strive 
then with all our hearts to promote true religion, let us never forget that men 
are greatly exposed to delusion; and surely the promotion of thie.can be no 
part of our proper work. This isthe work of the enemy. Should our preach- 
ing be the means of ten thousand spurious conversions, and should we 

ten thousand mere pretenders to piety into the church, it would do no goo 
either to them, or to the church, but be imminently dangerous to both. ..In our 
preaching, then, we must constantly aim to promote true religion, in distinetion 
from false ; and for this purpose we must make the distinction between, 

and false religion very apparent. We must show clearly what false religion 
is, and in how many ways men are exposed to it: we must guard our hearers 
against its seductive influence; must beseech them and warn them to avoid it 
as ruinous to the soul; must follow them through all their dark retreats with 
the lamp of divine truth ;.must lay open the windings of the deceitful heart, 
and sweep away all the refuges of lies. .We must make this a great object 
both in revivals and at other times, always remembering that by guarding men 
against delusion; we do that which is highly important to them, and well- 
pleasing in the sight of God. 

Thus much as to false religion. True religion is holiness. To promote 
holiness, we must clearly describe the nature of holiness, as consisting essen- 
tially in xight affections or dispositions of heart. We must exhibit the objects 
of these. affections, the glorious character of God and of Christ,—the divine 
law and the divine kingdom,—man as rational, accountable, and i 
and. other objects set forth in the Scriptures. We must hold forth in all their 
variety and weight the motives to holy affection; and by these must rouse the 
dormant energies of conscience, and touch the feelings of the heart. 

One of the primary requisites in, true religion is. conviction of sin. All 
Christians have it. It results from the illumination of the Holy Spirit, which 
gives just apprehensions of our duty and of our real character. It is 
even in case of a sudden conversion. Those who were converted on the day 
of Pentecost were deeply convinced of sin. 

Repentance is a prominent part of true religion; and our preaching must 
he suited to promote it. In order to this, it is not.sufficient to tell sinners that 
they, ought to repent; and ought to repent now. We must show what repent- 
ance is,—not mere sorrow for sin, nor any moving of the natural sensibilities 
in view of the consequences of sin,—but actual turning from sin ;—not merely 
resolving to repent,—for resolving to do a thing is not doing it. We must 
show that repentance is being grieved for sin as committed against God, and 
really forsaking it,—ceasing to do evil, and learning to do well. “We must 
exhibit the present and unceasing duty of all men to repent, and must earnestly 
urge them to an immediate compliance with this high obligation by the motives 
which the Scriptures furnish. , 

Another essential element, indeed the groundwork of all evangelical religion, 

is faith in Christ. But we are far from accomplishing our work as ministers 
of the Gospel, when we merely reiterate the exhortation and command, to 
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believe in the Lord Jesus, and to believe at the present time. We must 
prepare sinners to feel the necessity of believing in Christ for salvation, by 
holding up the divine law as perfect and immutable ; and so convincing them 
that they are sinners without excuse, utterly lost, and without any prospect of 
being saved by their own ‘doings. We must present Christ as the object of 
faith, the only Savior, the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world. 
We must exhibit him as the great and perfect sacrifice for sin. We must set 
him forth in all his offices; must describe the glories of his character, the 
riches of his grace, his suitableness and all-sufficiency, and the i 
blessings which he bestows. Unless we thus set forth the depraved, guilty, 
ruined state of sinners, and unless we thus preach Christ crucified, we do not 
prepare the way for the exercise of an enlightened, e lical faith. And 
without such a faith, there is no true religion. If we would copy the example 
of the apostles, and most effectually promote the good of the church, we must 
not rest with oceasionally adverting to the Savior. We must first of all preach 
Christ crucified ; must dwell upon his character and work ; must show that he 
is able to save to the uttermost; that there is no other name under heaven 
whereby we can be saved but the name of Jesus. It must be a great object 
with us to glorify the Son of God ; to co-operate with the Holy Spirit in taking 
of the things of Christ, and showing them to perishing sinners. We must 
fally set Him forth as the end of the law for righteousness to all that believe ; 
and must prove, to demonstration, that there is no ray of hope for any child of 
Adam, except what beams from the cross. 

I might proceed to mention humility, love, obedience, self-denial, prayer, &c. 
and show what kind of preaching is adapted to promote these parts of _- 
But I must pass to another point. 

Our preaching must be such as to promote a religion which is complete in 
all its parts. If there could be such a thing as the existence of one part of 
religion without the others—for example, if there could be love without 
fepentance, zeal without humility, or hope without faith,—it would be a dread- 
ful deformity, and would deprive religion of more than half its happy influence. 
But although it is impossible that any one part of religion should exist in the 
soul, without implying the existence of other parts, yet it often happens that 
Christians exhibit some parts in much smaller proportions than they do others, 
‘Their religion wants symmetry, Some have a large measure of the sympa- 
thetic and social affections, but are deficient in those which are more spiritual. 
Some are full of hope and joy, but are deficient in conviction of sin, and in 
humbleness and brokenness of heart. Again, some are alive and active in the 
more public duties of religion, but are comparatively cold and dead in the ex- 
ercises of secret devotion, and the duties of private life. In these and other 
‘ways men show the want of symmetry in their religion. This fact is doubt- 
less owing in part to some fault in our public instructions. Many preachers 
have certain favorite topics. They confine themselves to a part, and perhaps 
to a very small part of the grand system of divine truth. ‘They do not take 
large and comprehensive views of the Christian religion as a whole. They do 
mot study the whole. Of course their preaching is not adapted to promote a 
religion which is well proportioned and complete. Such a religion pervades all 
the faculties of the mind ; excites to steady action all the moral sensibilities ; 
and diffuses its sanctifying influence over the whole character and life. And 
these who are the subjects of it grow up to the full stature of perfect men in 
Christ. To produce this noble and happy effect, we must apply ourselves 
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diligently to the of the Christian religion, as set forth in the Scriptures, 
cn coat Uiaracitatindlyy at its several parts, and of the 
whole ; and then we must preach the whole. This is an arduous work; 
a very different thing from preaching a little circle of discourses on 
a few favorite subjects. “ The priest’s lips should keep knowledge ;” and the 
knowledge we ought to obtain is like a gold-mine, that lies deep, and cannot 
be reached without long-continued toil. ‘To understand the mighty range of 
divine truth, and to be able properly to teach it, requires great mental labor. 
It requires a habit of intense, patient study. It requires that we lay in large 
stores of sacred knowledge, and be continually augmenting them, so that we 
may be like the householder, who brought forth out of his treasure things new 
and old. ‘ 
But you may ask, especially, What is the kind of preaching that ie necessary 
to promote a revival of religion? To this important question, I reply ; religion 
is of the same nature in a revival as at other times. Consequently, the 
preaching which is suited to promote religion in a revival, is for substance thé 
same as that which is suited to promote it at other times. ‘The heart of man 
is the same; the character, the purposes, and the law of God the same; the 
gospel the same; the way of salvation, the necessity of being renewed by 
the Spirit, the nature of repentance, faith, and obedience the same. The only 
difference: is, that in a revival all these things are seen in a clearer light, and 
contemplated with deeper and livelier emotions. Evidently, then, in order to 
meet the exigencies of a revival, we have only to exhibit these great subjects 
with special plainness, fidelity, and earnestness. And yet, supposing the 
season of revival to be of no more than the usual length, there must evidently 
be @ selection of subjects. And a selection may be made, which will be spe- 
cially adapted to such a season: that is, specially adapted to promote the con- 
viction and conversion of sinners, and the rapid spiritual growth of believers. 
In my view, however, this selection should have a much larger compass than 
it commonly has. If I mistake not, the subjects introduced in.a revival are in 
many instances confined within such narrow limits, that those. who become real 
converts lose many precious benefits which they might enjoy, if their minds 
were, at that interesting period, furnished with a larger extent of i 
knowledge. I would by no means undertake to give a complete list of the 
subjects proper to be brought forward in a revival of religion. I feel myself 
incompetent to this. Besides, the peculiar character and circumstances of the 
people in one place may render it expedient to take a different range of sub- 
jects, and a different mode of treating them, from what would be best in an- 
other place. But while I would decline the task of enumerating all the sub- 
jects which should be introduced in a revival, or of prescribing any one manner 
of treating them, exclusively of others, I must enter my solemn protest against 
the opinion, that any of the great doctrines or duties of Christianity are un- 
suitable in a revival. Paul declared all the counsel of God; and he declared 
it in times of revival. And we learn from his epistles what he considered the 
counsel of God tobe. My dear brethren, God has not left it to us to make’out, 
by our own reasoning, what the doctrines of religion are, nor to determine, by 
our own policy, which of these doctrines shall be preached, and which shall be 
passed over in silence. Our commission is, to preach the word of God. We 
must use all the powers of our minds to ascertain the meaning of God’s word, 
and to present’ that meaning in the clearest light. But God never intended that 
it should be left to our discretion to preach or not preach the doctrines of reve- 











As Protestants, and as Christians, we profess to believe that the Bratz, 
‘it contains, was intended for use. To say that any doctrines of the 
unfit to be preached in a revival, is to make ourselves wiser than 
For, by the publication of His word, He plainly signifies. that He 
all its doctrines as proper to be publicly taught, and as adapted te do 
to the souls of men. Guided by wisdom from above, we are faithfully 
and inculcate the great truths of revelation, and to present them i in 
order we can. But to exclude or conceal any of them as-not- 

be preached,—what is it but to act the part of Papists and infidels? - 

I wish there were no occasion for these remarks. But are there not some, 
who show great zeal for the conversion of sinners, but who think that certain 
doctrines, which they admit to be doctrines of the Bible, particularly the doctrines 
of election and divine sovereignty, and the special influence of the Spirit in the 
conversion of sinners, should never be preached, certainly not in a revival of 
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to the concerns of their souls, one of the first things they will do is to search 
the Scriptures. If we are faithful, we shall exhort them to do this, and te do 
it with great seriousness and docility, and to receive what they find in the Bible 
as the truth of God. Now if they follew our adviee, and give themselves to 
the reading of the Scriptures, as they ought, they will soon come to passages 
which teach the doctrines of election and divine sovereignty, and the special 
influence of the Spirit. 























a4 preached, and as of hurtful tendency in relation to the work of God’s \Spitit, 
4a to be consistent,-we must exhort our hearers to take care, when they read the 
a4 Scriptures, to pass by those places which contain such doctrines ; or, to make 
it surer still, must Have an expurgated edition of the Bible, in which the. pas- 
sages referred to shall all be omitted. 
My present position is, that we should make it our object in p 
promote true religion in all its parts; and in order to this, exhibit aon 
of Divine truth ; and exhibit them, as far.as may be, in the manner and pro- 
portion in whith they are exhibited in.the word of God. I maintain, that the 
system of doctrines contained in the Bible is adapted to produce the very best 
effect ; that man in his present state requires the influence of all these doctrines, 
: as the means of giving him a completely renovated character ; that if any of 
a3 them are omitted, and a religious character is formed without their influence, 
qi it will want symmetry and completeness. I maintain, in short, that the whole 
range of gospel doctrines must be used to promote the beauty, the 
and the growth of the new man; and that if only a partial view is taken of 
% Divine truth, the religion of converts, yes, of real converts, and of ministers 
a. too, will have something weak and sickly, or out of proportion. That religi 
experience is best which takes place under the combined influence of all the 
grand doctrines of revelation; and any one who has this experience, will 
need no array of arguments to prove the truth or consistency of all the doc- 
+ trines of révelation. His experience demonstrates both their truth and their 
4 consistency. These doctrines are designed for sanctification ; and he finds 
that every one of them has a sanctifying effect. His heart had various disorders, 
3 and their complete cure required the influence of every one of these heavenly 



















































































If, then, we withhold these doctrines in a revival, as being unsuitable to, be 
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truths :—one for this purpose, another for that. Look to those Christians whose 
faith im the doctrines of the Bible is defective, leaving out a part; and you will 
undoubtedly discover a corresponding defect in their religious character. You 
will find.some of the ingredients of moral excellence wanting. What are we, 
then, that we should be wiser than God? “What are we, that we should think 
ourselves competent, by our philosophy or our policy, to mend his holy word? 
By attempting to do this, we shall certainly hinder or mar the work of God's 
Holy Spirit 
bs I have still another remark, namely—that the object of preaching is 
to promote a religion which shall be solid and . There is a religion 
like the seed which fell on stony places, and. which sprung up very quick, but 
soon withered away, bécause it had no depth of earth. The very reason why 
it sprung up so quick was, that it had no depth of earth. Far be it from us to — 
countenance any thing like this. For what is that religion worth, which is like 
the transient mist of morning. _ 
I say, then, we must constantly aim to promote a religion which is solid and 
permanent. And what is the kind of preaching suited to do this? In reply'to 
this question I can only venture a few remarks, involving the principles’ on 
which I think a proper answer must depend. oe 
It is a well known fact, that we are susceptible of various emotions which 
have no necessary connection with character. Persons may be strongly and 
tenderly moved by‘fictitious scenes of distress ; but what connection have these 
strong and tender emotions with their principles of action? None at all. 
They are common to the good and the bad ; to the humane and the hard-hearted. 
How many can weep at imaginary distress who are unmovedat ‘the reality of 
suffering, however great! ‘Their emotions, though highly raised, involve 
no active principle,—nothing which is solid or lasting in character. It is the 
same as to our spiritual interests. We may so present the things of religion, 
as to excite various emotions of fear and hope, grief and joy, gratitude and 
love ; and these emotions may be very strong; and yet they may all be of a 
temporary, transient nature, having nothing to do with religious character. 
The sacred writers often refer to these superfi¢ial and transient emotions, and 
warn us against their deceptive influence.” Edo ndt mean to signify that emo- 
tions of this kind are in themselves wrong. In their place they are right, and 
are doubtless designed for important purposes, just as all our animal appetites 
and animal susceptibilities are. But they are not religion. They do not 
contain the elements of religion. Let me not be understood to complain of 
these transient emotions on account of their being too highly raised. What I 
mean to say is, they are not of the right xinp. They are, in their nature, below 
the holy standard of religion. They are, indeed, but little superior to the 
instinctive feelings visible in mere animals; whereas, the affections which we 
ought to have, are those which will bring us into alliance with the inhabitants 
of heaven, and fit us for the employments of heaven. Now there is a manner of 
speaking on religious subjects; and there is a manner of treating the concerns of 
religion, which is calculated merely or chiefly to excite that class of emotions 
which I have described—superficial, transient, animal emotions, nowise connected 
with character, and infinitely below the spiritual and exalted nature of true 


It is one of the inquiries which I feel it a sacred duty to make respecting any 
means used for the conversion of sinners and the prosperity of. the chureh—— 


Whether Christ appointed them, and his apostles employed them; or, whether 








they are additions to the simple institutions of the gospel? Respecting this or 
that mode of preaching, I inquire,—is it like the preaching of Peter on the day 
of Pentecost? Is it like the preaching of Paul? Is there reason to think that 
either Christ, or the apostles, preached in such a manner and for such a puike 
pose? We may, perhaps, be inclined to say that we have attained to superior 
light. In the warmth of our zeal we may become tired of attempting to convert 
the world by the mere preaching of the gospel in the manner of the inspired 
teachers, and by seeking the influence of the Holy Spirit to bring sinners to 
repentance. We may indulge the thought that we have made great improve- 
ments upon primitive preaching, and that Christ and his apostles might have 
had much greater success in converting men, had they known what we know 
atthe present day. And we may imagine that we can drive on the work of 
saving sinners faster than can be done by the plain, humble, simple method pre- 
scribed in the word of God. On this subject, involving the eternal welfare of 
souls, I would speak with all seriousness, and with the utmost tenderness. 
But I cannot help thinking that the introduction of any mode of preaching or 
any means for converting sinners, essentially different in its nature and 
tendency from those which are sanctioned by the example of Christ and the 
apostles, is a manifest departure from the commission God has given us. In- 
deed, it is a manifest violation of the principles for which Protestants have 
contended in opposition to the church of Rome. What is the grand objection 
which our fathers made, and which we make, against Popish rites and cere- 
monies? It is this:—They are an essential departure from the simplicity of 
the gospel. They are additions to the Divine institution. They are human 
inventions—of the nature of those “commandments of men” which Christ 
everywhere reprobated. Now, for us to adopt any thing of this kind would 
plainly imply that we look upon the simple, unostentatious institutions of the 
New Testament, as defective, and verily think that some additions, devised by 
human wisdom, are necessary to produce the best effect. 

All such additions, suggested by mere human policy, are a dishonor to the 
great author and finisher of our faith. He knew what wasin man. He knew 
human nature perfectly; and gave us a system of doctrines, precepts, and 
promises, and prescribed means of conversion and sanctification, perfectly 
suited to mankind in all ages. And it is a fact, that where the doctrines and 
institutions of Christianity have been guarded with the greatest jealousy, and 
kept most free from human admixtures, there religion has been most pure and 
most prosperous. But as soon as ministers have begun, in any place, to 
depart from the simplicity of the gospel, and to introduce their own inventions, 
either as to doctrine or practice, there the church has been gradually cor- 
rupted, and there religion has declined. 

I must, therefore, conscientiously object to any means for the promotion of 
religion, which are not evidently authorized by Christ and his apostles. And 
one of my reasons is—it would be a virtual impeachment of the wisdom of 
Christ; as it would imply that he had failed to give us a perfect system of 
means, and that what he intended for universal and perpetual use in his church 
needs some amendment. Another ground of objection with me, is, that it 
would open the door to endless additions and corruptions. If one is at liberty, 
as his own inclination or fancy may dictate, to adopt means not authorized by 
the Scriptures, because he happens to think them better adapted to convert 
men than scriptural means ; another may adopt other means; and so the door 
will be open for endless changes in the means of promoting the salvation of 
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. and by-and-by we may perhaps set aside the Brsre rrsExr, as 2 thi 
that fs antiquated and unfit for present use ; and feel that we are oe 
at liberty to make improvements in the doctrines of Christ and in the meang 
of promoting his religion, as in the doctrines of chemistry or the art of printing. 
Brethren, do we not all shudder at any thing like this? Shall we not then con- 
scientiously guard the interests of the church, and earnestly deprecate any sar 
like innovations upon the pure doctrines of the gospel, and the divinely appoit 
means of salvation? For myself, may I but have an assembly of immortal beings 
before me, all composed and still, listening to the words of eternal life, and may 
I thus have opportunity, uninterruptedly, to pour the light of Divine truth upon 
their minds, and while I simply, tenderly, and faithfully preach the word of God 
may the Holy Spirit open their hearts to receive the truth in the love of it, and 
I will ask no more. May I but have the privilege of thus seeing the pleasure. 
of the Lord. prosper in my hands, and I will give him all the glory. . And whem 
the work is done, I will heartily rejoice if there was nothing of human invention 
interposed between the naked sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 
and the conquest of the heart. I will rejoice if nothing was interposed to 
turn off my eyes from that agency of the Holy Spirit which creates sinners 
anew. 

If any means are proposed which are not expressly authorized by the word 
of God, it is specially important to inquire, whether they are adapted to emert 
an influence corresponding with the holy nature of the Christian religion. The 
remark is already familiar to us, that strong temporary emotions may be excited 
without any lasting effect upon the temper of the heart. Persons may be 
powerfully wrought upon by a variety of means, and may be agitated and dis- 
tressed, and then relieved and filled with transports of joy, and may for a time 
be so altered in their feelings and conduct, that it shall appear to themselves 
and to others that old things are passed away, and all things become new; 
and yet, after a while, they may show that their hearts have not been touched,. 
and that these excitements have produced no more effect upon their character 
than a mighty wind produces upon the center of the earth. 

But what is the value of any impressions on the mind, except those which 
involve a change of the heart, and thus lay a foundation for a religion that is solid 
and permanent? This is the kind of religion we are to promote—a religion 
which will be an incorruptible seed remaining in the soul—an inexhaustible 
fountain incessantly pouring forth its salutary streams—a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life. As ministers of Christ, we are to promote 
religion which will stand against the powers of the world, and the powers of 
darkness ; which will live and thrive even in a spiritual famine, because it 
derives its supply from the fountain of life ; a religion, in short, which will last 
till death, and till the judgment day, and for ever. It is such a religion as this, 
commencing in the renewal of the heart by the Holy Spirit, and ending im 
perfect holiness and perfect glory, which Christian ministers are to promote. 
And if you would learn what manner of preaching is suited to promote this 
solid and permanent religious character, just look at the plainness, the serious- 
ness, the simplicity, the ardor, and the affectionate but fearless fidelity, which 
everywhere appeared in the preaching of Christ and the apostles. ‘These are 
our examples. If we declare the truth as they did—pure truth, naked truath— 
unaccompanied by any incongruous human additions, we do what belongs to 
us, to produce, and what is suited to produce, a permanent effect. The truths | 
of God’s word are permanent—they endure for ever. Let these holy truths be 








in the hear-—the more simple the better—through the grace of God 
let them take hold of man’s moral nature so as to control his affections, and the 
work is accomplished. The soul once dead in sin, is endued with a new 
spiritual life, which will be eternal as its author. 
~ But there is still point which I must not wholly omit. The great end 
of preaching is to glorify the author of salvation, and to make it manifest to all 
men, that the ewcellency of the power which accompanies the gospel in the con- 
version of sinners, is not of man, but of God. ‘And what is the kind of preach- 
ing which is suited to do this? Can we glorify God by keeping out of sight 
that work of his Spirit, which turns men from their sins? Can we make the 
impression which the apostle made, that the excellency of the power is not of 
man, but of God, by perpetually thrusting into view the feeble power and the 
dependent agency of man, as though he were omnipotent, and by forgetting 
that God giveth the increase, and that he is all in all? If we would glorify God, 
we must constantly bring his glorious attributes and his saving works into clear 
view. We must give due prominence to the greatness of his power, and the 
riches of his grace in the conversion of sinners. Our success depends wholly 
on the blessing of God ; and we have every reason to believe that He will 
bless that preaching most, which makes the work of his Spirit most conspicuous, 
and most highly honors. his glorious name. For, “them that honor me 
I will honor, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed, saith the 
Lord.” ' . 





“ Would I describe a preacher, such as Paul, 
Were he on earth, would hear, approve, and own, 
Paul should himself direct me. I would trace 
His master-strokes, and draw from his design. 
I would express him simple, grave, sincere ; 

In doctrine uncorrupt ; in language plain, 
And plain in manner ; decent, solemn, chaste, 
And natural in gesture ; much impress’d 

As conscious of his awful charge, 

And anxious mainly that the flock he feeds 
May feel it too ; affectionate in look, 

And tender in address, as well becomes 


A messenger of grace to guilty men.” 


“ [ venerate the man, whose heart is warm, 
Whose hands are pure, whose doctrine and whose life, 
Coincident, exhibit lucid proof 
That he is honest in the sacred cause. 
To such I render more than mere respect, 
Whose actions say that they respect themselves.” 





